.
Blebs linked to the cell surface were also present in areas with smaller amounts of cilia (Fig. 5) . They are greater than the microprojections. In the antero-lateral parts of LV's roof close to IVF, a small amount of large and bizarre projections were observed (Fig. 7 ).
As we have described for the Braãypus tridactylus (Ferraz de Carvalho and col. 7)
such bulgings "were formed by a flat-cell monolayered ependymal lining which covers spaces, opened into the ventricular lumen filled by many long cilia (Fig. 8) .
The bulgings however were smooth and smaller in comparison with those of the B. tridactylus.
COMMENTS
The role played by the great amount of cilia of the BVS surface of Cebus apella in the circulation of biologically active substances towards certain regions of the encephalon and the participation of the microvilli in the absorption, production of an ultrafiltrate of blood substances to the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and in the secretion have already been discussed in a previous paper (Ferraz de Carvalho et al. 7 ).
Bleb-like cell protrusions, like those of the B. tridactylus were seldom observed in the C. apella.
These structures, reported to occur mainly in the III ventricle by many authors studying different species (Pontenagel 18 ; Takeichi2i; NakailS; Marquet and col.13; Schechter and Weiner20; Hetzel8.9; Weindl and Schinko 22 ), have also been considered as a morphological expression of a micro-apocrine secretion process.
We found although not frequently cells with microvilli located mainly on the cell periphery. These cells could possibly be related to a higher absorption degree of the ependymal intercellular spaces.
The functional significance of the supraependymal structures similar to those of the B. tridactylus i. e., fiber-like plexus, with or without bulb bulgings is controversial (Ferraz de Carvalho et al. 7 ). 
SUMMARY
Topographical variations of the ependymal surface of the whole brain ventricular system of Cebus apella, a wild Brazilian species, were studied at the scanning electron microscope after C02 critical point drying and carbon-gold coating. Certain selected areas were also studied at the transmission electron microscope, following standard technical procedures.
We observed distinct patterns in the distribution of cilia, microvilli, other cell projections, and the so called supraependymal structures. Based on the morphological findings, functional considerations are made.
RESUMO
Estudo correlativo à microscopia eletrônica de varredura e de transmissão da superfície do epêndima do Cebus apella.
Variações topográficas da superfície ependimária de todo o sistema ventricular encefálico do Cebus apella, uma espécie silvestre brasileira, foram estudadas mediante microscopia eletrônica de varredura, após secagem pelo método do ponto crítico do C02 e metalização pelo ouro-carbono. Determinadas áreas foram também estudadas no microscópio eletrônico de transmissão, após os procedimentos técnicos usuais. Observamos distintos padrões na distribuição de cílios, micro¬ vilosidades, e outras projeções celulares, além das assim chamadas estruturas supraependimárias.
São feitas considerações morfofuncionais, baseadas nos achados morfológicos.
